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Meteors, or “shooting stars,” are among the night sky's most captivating 
phenomena. Yet few people understand what they are, where they come from, or 
how often they hit the ground. This primer will provide an easy-to-grasp 
understanding of meteors and meteorites, with emphasis on annual meteor 
showers such as the Perseids and Leonids. (Special bonus: attend this talk and 
get a free sample of “simulated meteors” for use during your broadcasts!) 
 
PRESENTER’S BIO 
 

Kelly Beatty is a veteran science journalist who has covered space exploration 
for four decades. He is a faculty astronomer for the Clay Center Observatory at 
the Dexter and Southfield Schools in Brookline, Massachusetts, as well as a 
Senior Contributing Editor for Sky & Telescope Magazine. Specializing in 
planetary science, Kelly enjoys writing for a wide spectrum of audiences, from 
children to professional astronomers. You'll occasionally hear his interviews and 
guest commentaries for National Public Radio's “All Things Considered.” He 
observes when he can through one of his eight telescopes, and he is active 
nationally in the fight against light pollution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


