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Mid and late March 2010 brought historic flooding to portions of southern New England.   
This presentation will review the compounding effect that multiple rain events had on 
area rivers, resulting in an increased vulnerability to flooding.   A look will be taken at 
river flood crest values as well as the exceedance probability for those flood crests.  
Impacts related to those floods will also be presented.  A brief look will be taken at the 
Blue Pond Dam failure in Hopkinton, RI.  
 
This presentation will also discuss some unique challenges faced in modeling and 
warning during an extreme flood event.  Examples include the need to acquire rating 
curve extensions, challenges with gauging, and special wording in NWS flood products 
used to convey the extreme flood threat.  A film clip that illustrates working with the 
media during this historic event will be shown. 
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