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The media is currently saturated with information regarding the controversial topic of
climate change. However this hotly debated topic tends to be sensationalized by
extremists, distorted or misrepresented by often well intentioned media icons such as
actors and politicians, as even certain aspects of “legitimate scientific data” on climate
change remain questionable. Consequently students on both the primary and
secondary level exposed to this myriad of information become confused, misled, and
even anxious about the possibility of a “grim future for planet earth” etc.. Project Climate
Change is a guided inquiry into the topic of climate change in which students conduct
their own investigation / research and draw their own conclusions. The project
culminates with each team presenting / defending their research within a science
meeting format. The goals of the project are to 1) promote active / cooperative learning,
2) foster a deeper understanding of climate change and its associated complexities
including media distortions, politics, and hyperbole, and 3) foster deeper understanding
of the scientific process and the format of a scientific meeting. This project is especially
designed for grades 8-12.
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