Challenges of Storm Surveying:
The Massachusetts Tornado of June 1, 2011

Alan E. Dunham
National Weather Service
Taunton, Massachusetts

The most significant tornado to strike Massachusetts in 16 years
occurred on June 1, 2011. It traveled 39 miles from Westfield to
Charlton, Massachusetts and resulted in 3 fatalities and 72 injuries.
This presentation will focus on the difficulties of surveying such a far
reaching tornado in an area that rarely sees a storm of this intensity
and the tell-tale signs that went into classifying this tornado as an
EF3. Considerations of the intensive media and political scrutiny a
tornado such as this presents to the storm survey team members, as
well as the sensitivity the survey team members must take when
dealing with those who have lost everything, will be presented.
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