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In 2010 Connecticut updated its Emergency Response Plan to be aligned with
the tenets of the National Response Framework. Our new State Response
Framework (SRF) was aggressively exercised weekly in 2010 – 2011 and this
proved invaluable in the late summer and fall of 2011 when Connecticut was
impacted by two major natural disasters in less than two months. The SRF
provided the blueprint for the State response to these disasters.
Concurrently our state also conducted counts of trees in the right-of-ways of 7
towns that indicated very high Urban/Wildland interface densities. This result
was confirmed by the U.S. Forest Service that ranked Connecticut first in the
Nation for Urban/Wildland Interface density. The very high urban/wildland
interface density was one of the primary contributing factors in the degree of
damage inflicted by both Tropical Storm Irene and the October Nor’easter in
2011. This Interface density remains our primary vulnerability to several natural
hazards including Hurricanes, Ice Storms, Wildfires, and freak snowstorms that
occur when leaves are still on trees. Only two logical solutions are possible to
reduce this vulnerability; a very expensive tree trimming / utility hardening
program or an impact by a major hurricane. Sooner or later one of these
solutions will be implemented by us or by mother nature.
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Emergency Management Coordinator for the town of Andover, Connecticut. In this very
small New England town Sylvia recruited and trained their first Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT). As an instructor for this program, Sylvia went on to train
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To facilitate these efforts, Sylvia’s continuing education and professional development
has focused on training in the Incident Command System (ICS) and specialized course
work in the public health domain, radiological and hazardous materials emergency
response support and mass care.
This past June, Sylvia accepted a position with the State of Connecticut’s Division of
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