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From the National Weather Service — Taunton, MA...

The first winter storm of the 2007-2008 winter season brought 8 to 12 inches of snow to
metro Boston, as low pressure formed over the mid Atlantic states and tracked
southeast of New England. Snow began to fall around midday on December 13" and
quickly became heavy, with most of the snow falling in an 8 hour period which coincided
with the evening rush hour. Although forecasts were highly accurate as early as two
days in advance, the rapid onset of the storm caught many people off guard and led to a
standstill on area roadways.

From the Greater Boston Federal Executive Board...

“DECISION-MAKING DURING WEATHER-RELATED EMERGENCIES:
BALANCING THE SAFETY OF YOUR WORKFORCE VS. ECONOMIC IMPACT”

The Federal Government is the Nation’s largest employer and the first or second largest
in many metropolitan areas, including Massachusetts. In times of emergency, we have
a responsibility to collaborate and act uniformly as “one” government to ensure the
safety and protection of our employees while also ensuring that the essential business of
Government continues.

More than 90,000 people work for the Federal government in approximately 150 Federal
agencies in Massachusetts and their safety is always our top priority. The Greater Boston
Federal Executive Board’s All Hazards Emergency Decision and Notification Plan assists
Federal agency leaders with obtaining up-to-date, accurate and consistent information during
emergencies in order to make informed decisions relative to the Federal workforce. The
December 13, 2007 winter storm posed a unique set of circumstances that taught every
employer a lesson in decision-making.

From the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency...

MEMA is the State Emergency Management Agency. It is based out of Framingham MA
with three Regional Office. MEMA is charged with coordinating the States response in times
of Emergency and large planned events. MEMA coordinates with every State Agency, all
351 communities, the New England Region States, the Federal Government, Nationwide
through the EMAC agreement and Internationally through the IEMAC Agreement. MEMA
writes and enacts all the State Level Response plans along with assisting all 351
communities in writing their plans. In the December 13th Storm MEMA coordinated the
Decision making process and then made official recommendations to the Governors Office.



From SmartRoute Systems, Inc. ...
“Gridlock Storm — The Impact on Boston’s Highway System”

The storm of Dec 13, 2007 was unprecedented in its impact on Boston area traffic.

It caused gridlock at a level never previously experienced in the metro Boston area.
The 511 Operations Center had a unique and complete perspective on the impact on
the highway system as they unfolded, from beginning to end.
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