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Hurricane Irene moved through southwestern New England into
southern Vermont on 28 August 2011 and caused $500 million in
damage due mainly to flash flooding. However, the Great Flood of
November 1927 is still arguably the worst natural disaster to hit
Vermont. These two storms' general weather circulation patterns,
tracks, wind, and precipitation are presented along with a comparison
to Hurricane Floyd in 1999. Historic photographs from the 1927
storm and Irene are compared, contrasted, giving a general historical
perspective of these events. Both storms caused historical amounts
of damage related to the extratropical transition of tropical cyclones
interacting with surface fronts and the complex geography/
topography of Vermont. The risk of repeated episodes of flooding will
be also be discussed.
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