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Tropical cyclones are rather infrequent visitors to the Northeast
United States, averaging about one landfall every decade. However,
history has shown that in spite of their typical acceleration northward,
a land falling tropical cyclone in the region can produce devastating
inland flooding. Irene was indeed a classic New England breed of
tropical cyclone, leaving in her wake, eight to fifteen inches of rain
and tremendous widespread flooding throughout eastern New York,
Vermont, northern New Hampshire and the western portions of
Connecticut and Massachusetts. This presentation will examine the
classic nature of Irene’s approach, the significance of the antecedent
conditions preceding her arrival, and the devastating flooding she
produced throughout much of eastern New York and western New
England.
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